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b y  b r i a n  t a y l o r

t
he previous 10 years have provided 
a good deal of encouragement to 
scrap tire processors, especially on 
the end market development side of 

the business.
Tire-derived fuel (TDF) continues to 

provide a high-volume and steady end 
market in many geographic regions, but 
the entrepreneurial endeavors of many 
firms have helped several other end mar-
kets gain traction in the past decade.

Tire shreds are being deployed in 
landscaping, athletic surfaces, ground 
cover and civil engineering applications.

The production of crumb rubber, 
meanwhile, has also proven worth the 
added investment to scrap tire processors 
and vertically integrated tire recycling 
companies throughout the country.

The largest speed bump encountered 
by scrap tire processors in the past two 
years is the economic slowdown.

For the past two years, Americans are 

more than Crumbs
Firmly established end markets have allowed scrap tire processors to collect and shred with increasing confidence.

Name of Company, Address
Company CEO  
or President

PTEs Processed/
2009*

No. of
Facilities

Key Products/End Markets

Liberty Tire Services LLC,
625 Liberty Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Jeffrey D. Kendall 123 million 23 Crumb rubber, mulch, TDF

Lakin General, 2044 N. Dominick,
Chicago, IL 60614

Lewis Lakin 31 million (est.) 2
Die-cut products, civil
engineering, TDF

CRM, 1901 Dove St.,
Newport Beach, CA 92660

H. Barry Takallou 25 million 3
Asphalt rubber, synthetic turf, 
molded products

Lakin Tire East/West,
15305 Spring, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90676

Robert Lakin
19.4 million 
(est.)

2
TDF, crumb rubber, civil 
engineering

Emanuel Tire Co.,
1300 Moreland Ave., Baltimore, MD 21216

Norman J. 
Emanuel

12.1 million 
(est.)

5
TDF, horse arena and
playground cover material

Tire Disposal & Recycling Inc.,
9333 N. Harborgate St., Portland, OR 97203

Mark W. Hope 9.3 million 3
TDF, civil engineering, crumb 
rubber feedstock

Entech Inc.,
69676 M-103, White Pigeon, MI 49099

Lavon Detweiler 5.1 million 1
Ground cover, TDF, all black 
feedstock

Mac’s Tire Recyclers,
Hwy. 145 North, Saltillo, MS 38866

Hal McPherson 4.1 million (est.) 1 Chips for TDF

Champlin Tire Recycling,
P.O. Box 445, Concordia, KS 66901

Gary W. Champlin 4.1 million 1
Civil engineering, picnic 
tables, playground material

Golden By-Products Inc.,
13000 Newport Rd., Ballico, CA 95303

Brett Barstow 4 million 1
Crumb rubber, 2-inch
nominal TDF, rubber bark

L&S Tire Co.,
9215 39th Ave. SW, Lakewood, WA 98499

Scott Sander 3.4 million (est.) 2
TDF, tire bales, truck tire 
treads, boat bumpers

Recycling Technologies Inc.,
60 Filbert St., Hanover, PA 17331

Timothy J. Leighty 3 million (est.) 1
Automotive parts, bonded 
rubber/molded products

Global Rubber LLC,
1350 Venture Dr., Janesville, WI 53546

Michael Hovsepian 2.9 million (est.) 3
Flooring products, asphalt 
rubber, playground materials

Manhantango Enterprises Inc.,
2100 Old Trail Rd., Liverpool, PA 17045

M. Roger Hess 2.5 million 1
Landscape and playground 
mulch, horse footing, crumb 
rubber, TDF

RB Rubber Products,
904 NE 10th, McMinnville, OR 97128

Paul Gardner 2.5 million 3
Stall mats (pet and equine), 
fitness flooring, residential 
and commercial flooring

BAS Recycling Inc.,
1400 North H St., San Bernardino, CA 

Hratch Sarkis 2 million 1
Crumb rubber, playground 
tiles, rubber mulch

Rumpke Consolidated Cos. Inc.,
10795 Hughes Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45251

William J.  
Rumpke Sr.

1.8 million 1
Products used in landfill
construction applications

Colt Inc. Scrap Tire Centers,
1223 Delhomme Ave., Scott, LA 70583

Kip D. Vincent 1.6 million 2
Civil engineering, TDF,
rubberized asphalt

reRubber LLC,
315 S. Sultana Ave., Ontatrio, CA 91761

JD Wang 1.3 million 1
Turf, molded products,
asphalt, landscaping products

Global Tire Recycling of Sumter County Inc., 
1201 Industrial Dr., Wildwood, FL 34785

Mark Bailey** 1.2 million 1
Ground tire rubber for asphalt, 
mulch/playground, turf infill
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Estimates are based on previous responses adjusted to consider average volume changes for companies that did respond. *=Passenger Tire equivalents of 20 lbs.; **VP, Plant Operations  

20 LARGEST SCRAP TIRE PROCESSORS

driving less (both leisure and commercial 
mileage), purchasing considerably fewer 
new vehicles and probably are more in-
clined to squeeze a few thousand more 
miles out of a set of tires.

Whereas at one time, mountains of 
scrap tire stockpiles pointed to a market 
with lopsided supply vs. demand, as of 
2010, some tire processors are taking in 
a smaller share of scrap tires than they 
were in 2006 or 2007.

Certain end markets, though better 
established now than in the 1990s, have 
also diminished in volume, particularly 
those destined for landscaping, construc-
tion and civil engineering applications.

GREEN LIGHTS
Scrap tire processors and the organiza-
tions that represent them have helped 
stabilize and secure end markets, in part 
by conducting research to dispute criti-
cisms of their products.

In an article in the October 2010 is-
sue of Recycling Today (“Safer, Stronger, 
Smarter,” starting on page 50), Liberty 
Tire Recycling Vice President Kurt Meyer 
referred to several recent studies on recy-
cled rubber in playground applications, 
including one conducted in California 
and released in April of 2010 and another 
released by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) in late 2009.

“Similar to the conclusions of as many 
as 100 state-level studies, the EPA study 
reports that crumb rubber poses no sig-
nificant health or environmental risks,” 
wrote Meyer.

The TDF market has also been studied 
and defended by companies in that sector. 
At the 2008 Greenbuild event in Boston, 
the Portland Cement Association (PCA), 
Skokie, Ill., hosted a press conference to 
issue a reminder that that industry re-
mains a critical consumer of scrap tires.

The PCA says that in studying the 
emissions effects of TDF plants, it found 
differences between using TDF and tra-
ditional fossil fuels that favored TDF. 
“Dioxin-furan emission tests results indi-
cated that kilns firing TDF had emissions 
approximately one-third of those kilns 
firing conventional fuels—this difference 
was statistically significantly,” says the 
PCA summary.

According to PCA researcher Tyrone 
Wilson, in addition to cutting dioxin 
emissions, the use of TDF reduced par-
ticulate matter emissions by 35 percent. 

INVESTING LONG TERM
Among the companies on the 2010 Larg-
est Scrap Tire Processors List, the com-
pany atop the list has staked a claim on 
that top spot by a considerable margin.

Growing to a large extent through ac-
quisition, Pittsburgh-based Liberty Tire 
Recycling has assembled a multi-state 


