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R
ecycling Today publishes a list of U.S. auto shredder in-
stallations every two years, and we’ve seen growth in ca-
pacity for the last decade running. The number of auto 
shredders in the U.S. first surpassed 200 as of our 1998 

list. In the 14 years since, that number has topped the 300 
mark, though seven of the plants included on our 2012 list are 
proposed installations for 2013. These shredders range in size 
from 10,000-horsepower “mega” models to relatively small 
1,000-horsepower models.

POPULATION CENTERS
Texas again tops the list, with 27 shredder installations and 
a 28th planned for 2013. At six, Brownsville houses the most 
auto shredders, followed by Houston with three. 

Ohio and Pennsylvania both are home to 15 shredder 
plants. The Ohio cities of Canton, Columbus and Toledo 
each are home to two shredder plants, including operations 
by Slesnick Iron and Metal, PSC Metals and OmniSource. 
Pittsburgh, with two auto shredders, has operations by Nev-
ille Metals and Tube City, while Temple, Pa., is home to two 
shredders operated by Royal Green LLC/AMG Resources.   

Florida currently houses 14 shredders, though a 15th is 
planned at Manatee Metals in Tampa. Michigan, also the site 
of 14 plants, includes operations by Ferrous Processing & 
Trading, Louis Padnos Iron & Metal and OmniSource.  

Planned installations include Montana’s first auto shred-
der, to be operated by Pacific Steel & Recycling in Lockwood, 
as well as in Niagara Falls, N.Y., operated by Falls Metal Re-
cycling, and in Wawayanda, N.Y., 
to be operated by Brook- 
field Resource Man-
agement.

TIghT Squeeze
U.S. scrap processors continue to add shredding capacity, increasing competition for obsolete vehicles and white goods. 

INTENSE COMPETITION
In 1998, processors were concerned that the U.S. had an over-
capacity of auto shredders. More than 100 shredder installa-
tions later, the issue is even more concerning. (See “Too Much 
of a Good Thing,” p. 76.) Certainly, competition for auto hulks 
has grown along with the number of auto shredders. 

As Larry Danielle, owner of auto parts recycler U-Pull-It, 
Davie, Fla., told Editorial Director Brian Taylor for “In-House 
Service,” the September 2012 Recycling Today cover story, “A 
lot of shredder operators are now getting into the ‘you-pull-it’ 
business to provide their own feedstock. The natural progres-
sion of my growth was to gravitate into their business.”

For the ferrous commodity focus article, “Holding Steady,” 
in the May issue of Recycling Today, a shredder operator based 
in Illinois told Managing Editor DeAnne Toto: “This is a cycle 
where you realize that if you are going to compete with your 
neighbor, you are not going to put in a baler or a shear; you are 
going to put in a shredder.”

Sources say intense competition for material is eroding 
margins. “We are probably doing a little better than breaking 
even,” a Georgia-based processor said of his operation in late 
April of this year, when No. 2 shredded scrap was selling at 
$438 per ton as a U.S. average. “If you can take 5 percent to 
the bottom line, you are doing very well. Right now, that’s not 
available,” he added.

With No. 2 shredded scrap selling for $398 as of Septem-
ber, auto shredder operators likely are experiencing even 
more chaffing now than they were at the start of the spring.  

However, shredder capacity continues to grow, as evi-
denced by the 2012 list of U.S. shredder plants (some of 

which may currently be idled) that are installed or planned 
for 2013. 
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Our castings and wear parts are built to be the best. Strict standards,
long wear life and competitive prices have defined us as a major
world-wide supplier that will yield you greater profits. We only 
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castings for virtually all shredder makes and 
models available.

Separate the facts from the fluff.

More Experience.  More Separation. More Profits. 
www.USshredder.com |   205-655-0614   |   P.O. Box 1021, Trussville, AL 35173
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alaSka 

anchorage 
Alaska Metal Recycling

alabaMa 

albertville 
Progress Rail Services
birmingham 
ACIPCO
Sims Metal Management 
decatur 
Tennessee Valley Recycling
Mobile 
Alter Scrap Processing
David’s Auto Shredding
phenix city 
Blaze Recycling and Metals

arkanSaS 

fort Smith 
Yaffe Iron and Metal
lowell 
USA Metal Recycling
north little rock 
Tenenbaum Recycling  
 Group LLC
rogers 
Tenenbaum Recycling  
 Group LLC
texarkana 
Tri-State Iron & Metal Co.

arizona 

casa grande 
Southwest Metal Industries
glendale 
Southwest Metal Industries
phoenix 
Liberty Southwest Holdings
Sims Metal Management 
tucson 
Sims Metal Management 

california 

anaheim 
SA Recycling 
bakersfield 
SA Recycling 
chula Vista 
Ecology Auto Parts Inc.
colton 
Ecology Auto Parts Inc.
oakland 
Schnitzer Steel Products Co.
redwood city 
Sims Metal Management
terminal island 
SA Recycling 
West Sacramento  
West Coast Recycling Group  
 (Proposed)

colorado 

colorado Springs 
American Iron & Metal
denver 
Sims Metal Management 
englewood 
All Recycling Inc.
Western Metals Recycling
greeley 
Andersen’s Sales & Salvage

pueblo 
American Iron & Metal

connecticUt 

north haven 
Sims Metal Management 
South norwalk 
LaJoie’s Auto Wrecking Co.
Stamford 
Rubino Brothers Inc.

florida 

baldwin 
Gerdau Ameristeel
davie 
U-Pull-It
fort Myers 
Garden Street Iron & Metal
Jacksonville 
CMC Recycling
Miami 
Ferrous Processing  
 and Trading 
ocala 
Trademark Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)
opa-locka 
Trademark Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)
orlando 
Trademark Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)
pensacola 
Scrap Inc.  
 (A subsidiary of GSI)
Southern Recycling 
rockledge 
Trademark Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)
St. petersburg 
Resource Recycling
tampa  
Manatee Scrap 
 (Planned)
OneSteel Recycling
Trademark Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)

georgia 

athens 
OmniSource Corp. 
covington 
Oconee Metal Recycling
doraville 
Newell Recycling  
 of Gwinnett
east point 
Newell Recycling LLC
lawrenceville 
Blaze Recycling and Metals
Metter 
Allied Metal Recycling
pembroke 
Gann’s Car Crushing
Savannah 
Georgia Recycling LLC
Newell Recycling  
 of Savannah LLC

haWaii 

kapolei 
Schnitzer Steel Hawaii  
 Corp. (Formerly Hawaii 
 Metal Recycling Co.)

ioWa 

council bluffs 
Alter Trading Corp. 
davenport 
Alter Trading Corp. 
Nichols Aluminum
des Moines 
Alter Trading Corp.
Mason city 
Behr Iron & Metal
Monona 
Clayton County Recycling
Sioux city 
Sioux City Compressed  
 Steel Co.
Spencer 
Shine Bros.
Waterloo 
Alter Trading Corp.
Wilton  
Gerdau  
 (Restarted mid-2012)

idaho 

Mayfield 
Pacific Recycling Shredder

illinoiS 

alton 
Azcon Corp.
chicago 
General Iron  
 Industries Inc. (2)
Sims Metal  
 Management (3)
east St. louis 
St. Louis Auto Shredding  
 (A division of Pielet 
  Brothers Trading)
peoria 
Allied Iron & Steel/ 
 A. Miller Co.
Behr Iron & Steel (2)
rockford 
Behr Iron & Steel
South beloit 
Behr Iron & Steel
Sterling 
Cimco Resources Inc.

indiana 

east chicago 
CMA Recycling
evansville 
J. Trockman & Sons Inc.
fort Wayne 
OmniSource
gary 
Summit Inc. 
indianapolis 
Capitol City Metals
OmniSource
rochester 
Rochester Iron & Metal
South bend 
360 Recycling/ 
 Randy’s Recycling
Gertrude Street  
 Metal Recycling
St. Joseph 
360 Degree Recycling
Waterloo 
Waterloo Recycling

kanSaS 

hutchinson 
Midwest Iron  
 & Metal Co. Inc.
kansas city 
Advantage Metals  
 Recycling LLC
park city  
Midwest Scrap  
 Management (Proposed  
 for 2013)
Wichita 
Glickman Iron & Metal  
 (Yaffe Cos. Inc.)

kentUcky 

ashland 
Mansbach Metal Co.
glasgow 
Mid-States Steel
henderson 
River Metals Recycling LLC
louisville 
Industrial Services  
 of America
River Metals Recycling LLC
newport 
River Metals Recycling LLC

loUiSiana 

baton rouge 
Southern Recycling 
laplace 
Mississippi River Recycling  
 (A division of Bayou  
 Steel)
Monroe 
Auto Shred of Louisiana
new orleans 
Southern Recycling
port allen 
Southern Recycling 

MaSSachUSettS 

greenfield 
WTE Recycling Inc.
everett 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast 

Maryland 

baltimore 
Baltimore Scrap Corp.
Recovermat
United Iron & Metal 
 (formerly The David J.  
 Joseph Co.)
capitol heights 
Joseph Smith & Sons Inc.
hagerstown 
Conservit Inc.

Maine 

auburn 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast 
berwick 
Berwick Iron & Metal
topsham 
Grimmel Industries

Michigan 

detroit 
Ferrous Processing &   
 Trading Co. (2)
Strong Steel Products 
 (A division of Ferrous  
 Processing & Trading)
flint 
Spooner Metals
gaylord 
A & L Iron  & Metal
grand rapids 
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
holland 
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
Jackson 
OmniSource Corp.
kalamazoo 
Kalamazoo Metal  
 Recyclers Inc.
kingsford 
East Kingsford Iron and 
 Metal (Schneider Iron &  
 Metal)
lansing 
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
pontiac 
Ferrous Processing &   
 Trading Co.
Saginaw 
Rifkin Scrap Iron  
 & Metal Co.
taylor 
Fritz Enterprises Inc.

MinneSota 

anoka 
Alter Trading Corp.
brainerd 
Crow Wing Recycling
duluth 
Bay Side Recycling Corp.
Minneapolis 
Northern Metals
St. paul 
Gerdau Ameristeel

MiSSoUri 

farmington 
Scrap’N Recycling
festus 
Shapiro Brothers Inc.
kansas city 
Advantage Metals Recycling
Midwest Scrap   
 Management
Springfield 
Springfield Iron & Metal LLC
St. louis 
Grossman Iron & Steel
PSC Metals 

MiSSiSSippi 

corinth 
SMC Recycling
flowood 
General Recycling, NUCOR  
 Steel Jackson Inc.
greenville 
Sims Metal Management
Sardis 
Martin Bros. Scrap

Montana 

lockwood  
Pacific Steel & Recycling  
 (Planned for mid-2013)

north carolina 

charlotte 
Southern Metals Co. Inc.
gastonia 
Metal Recycling Services  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.)
greensboro 
D.H. Griffin Wrecking Co.
halifax 
United Auto Salvage
kelford 
Liverman Recycling
kernersville 
OmniSource Corp.
Monroe 
Metal Recycling Services
rocky Mount 
RMR Recycling
Smithfield 
OmniSource Corp.
Statesville 
L. Gordon Iron & Metal Co.

nebraSka 

columbus 
Columbus Metal  
 Industries Inc.
kearney 
Anderson Wrecking
Columbus Metals Industries
norfolk  
Alter Trading  
 (Proposed for 2013)

neW haMpShire 

claremont 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast 
concord 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast 
Madbury 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast 

neW JerSey 

camden 
Camden Iron & Metal Inc.
clifton 
Parkway Iron and Metal
Jersey city 
Sims Metal Management
Millville 
American Auto Salvage/ 
 American Recycling
Cumberland  
 Recycling Corp.
newark 
Sims Metal Management
trenton 
Mercer Group International 
Trenton Iron & Metal Corp.

neW Mexico 

albuquerque 
Albuquerque Metals  
 Recycling
Western Metals Recycling  
 (A David J. Joseph Co.  
 subsidiary)

belen 
Pueblo Metals Recycling 
(Under construction)

neVada 

las Vegas 
SA Recycling 

neW york 

brooklyn 
Brooklyn Resource  
 Recovery Inc.
buffalo 
Gerdau AmeriSteel
Metalico
coeymans 
R. Kelly Freedman  
 & Son Inc.
lindenhurst 
Gershow Recycling
Medford 
Gershow Recycling
niagara falls 
Falls Metal Recycling  
 (Proposed)
north chili 
Metalico Inc. 
owego 
Upstate Shredding LLC/ 
 Ben Weitsman LLC
rensselaer 
Rensselaer Iron & Steel Inc.
rochester 
Upstate Shredding LLC/ 
 Ben Weitsman LLC  
 (Formerly Genesee 
 Scrap)
Syracuse 
Roth Steel Corp.
Wawayanda  
Brookfield Resource   
 Management (Proposed)

ohio 

akron 
City Scrap & Salvage Co.
canton 
PSC Metals
Slesnick Iron & Metal
cleveland 
Ferrous Processing  
 & Trading
columbus 
Columbus Auto Shredding
PSC Metals
dayton 
Franklin Iron & Metal Corp.
girard 
Interstate Shredding LLC
Mansfield 
Milliron Industries
Marietta 
American Car Crushing Inc.
toledo 
OmniSource Corp.
Toledo Shredding LLC
West carrollton 
Metal Shredders Inc.
Wooster 
PSC Metals
youngstown 
Youngstown Iron  
 & Metal Inc.

oklahoMa 

arkoma 
Yaffe Iron and Metal
durant 
Durant Metal Shredding
oklahoma city 
CFF Recycling USA
Midwest Scrap  
 Management (Proposed  
 for 2013)
Standard Iron  
 & Metal Co. Inc.
tulsa 
CMC
Yaffe Metals

oregon 

portland 
Schnitzer Steel Portland
Vancouver 
Metro Metals NW Inc.

pennSylVania 

beaver falls 
PSC Metals Inc.
coatesville 
Coatesville Scrap  
 Iron & Metal
erie 
Liberty Iron & Metal Co.
harrisburg 
Consolidated Scrap  
 Resources
Morrisville 
Sims Metal Management -  
 Fairless Iron & Metal
philadelphia 
SPC Corp.
pittsburgh 
Neville Metals
Tube City Inc.
plainfield township 
RPM Recycling
Schuylkill haven 
U.S.S. Achey Inc.
temple 
Royal Green LLC/ 
 AMG Resources (2)
Wilkes-barre 
DMS Shredding Inc.
Williamsport 
Penn Recycling
york 
J & K Salvage

rhode iSland 

Johnston 
Schnitzer Steel Northeast
Sims Metal Management  
 (Proposed for 2013)

SoUth carolina 

darlington 
Darlington Shredding Co.
dillon 
Lockamy Scrap Metal Inc.
hemingway 
Don’s Car Crushing
holly hill 
Don’s Car Crushing
lexington 
CMC Recycling

Spartanburg 
OmniSource Southeast

tenneSSee 

chattanooga 
PSC Metals Inc.
dickson 
Shapiro Recycling Systems
halls 
Hutcherson Metals 
harriman 
PSC Metals
Jackson 
Gerdau Ameristeel Shredder
Hutcherson Metals
Johnson city 
OmniSource Corp.
knoxville 
PSC Metals (2)
Memphis 
Sims Metal Management
Monroe 
Cooper Recycling LLC
Morristown 
Morristown Shredder Inc.
nashville 
PSC Metals
Sims Metal Management
pulaski 
Tennessee Valley  
 Recycling LLC 

texaS 

abilene 
Pine Street Recycling
beaumont 
CMC Recycling
brownsville 
All Star Shredding
 (Recently acquired by  
 Scrap Metals Services)
All Valley Recycling
ESCO Marine
Rio Grande Shredding Co.
Shred-X
Wilkinson Jim Iron & Metal
corpus christi 
CMC Recycling
dallas 
CMC Recycling
eagle pass 
Newell Recycling Co.
edinburg 
Ecorec Rio Grande Valley
el paso 
CMC Recycling
Newell Recycling of El Paso
houston 
Derichesbourg  
 Recycling USA
Rose Metal Processing
Texas Port Recycling 
 (A division of David J.  
 Joseph Co.)
kennedale 
Hawk Steel
laredo 
Wilkinson Gary Iron & Metal
lubbock 
Jarvis Metal Recycling
Midlothian 
Gerdau Ameristeel
San antonio 
Baja Recycling/ 
 AMEX Metals
Monterrey Iron & Metal

Newell Recycling  
 of San Antonio
Seguin 
CMC Recycling
Stephenville 
Erath Iron & Metal
Waxahachie 
Oak Cliff Metals  
 (Planned for 2013)
Waco 
M. Lipsitz & Co. Inc.

Utah 

plymouth 
Western Metals Recycling
Salt lake city 
Sims Metal Management 
Western Metals  
 Recycling LLC

Virginia 

chesapeake 
Sims Metal Management
lorton 
Davis Industries Inc.
lynchburg 
Cycle Systems
Montvale 
Shredded Products Corp.  
 (An OmniSource  
 company)
petersburg 
Sims Metal Management  
 (Operated) Gerdau  
 (Owned)
rocky Mount 
OmniSource Corp.

WaShington 

Seattle 
Seattle Iron & Metals Corp.
tacoma 
Schnitzer Steel 
Vancouver 
Pacific Coast Shredding

WiSconSin 

eau claire 
Alter Metal Recycling
fond du lac 
Sadoff Iron & Metal Co.
green bay 
Alter Trading Group
Madison 
Alter Trading Group
Milwaukee 
Miller Compressing Co. (2)
United Milwaukee  
 Scrap Inc.
newton 
B&B Metal Processing Co.
Waukesha 
Waukesha Iron & Metal

WeSt Virginia 

princeton 
Recycle West Virginia
Weirton 
Automatic Recycling
Wheeling 
Automatic Recycling

The Recycling Today Media Group 
has been trying to locate auto shred-
ding plants operating in Canada.

If you are aware of shredding 
plants operating in Canada, please 
contact Recycling Today Senior Edi-
tor Dan Sandoval at dsandoval@
gie.net or at 330-523-5335.

alberta

calgary
Navajo Metals
edmonton
General Scrap Iron & Metal
Sherwood park
GenAlta Recycling Inc.

britiSh colUMbia

richmond
Richmond Steel Recycling  
 (Sims Metal Management)

Manitoba

Selkirk
Gerdau Ameristeel Corp.
Winnipeg
General Scrap

neW brUnSWick

West Saint John
American Iron & Metal

ontario

brampton
Triple M Metal
hamilton
Scrapmen
Triple M Metal (2)
kingston
Kimco Steel Sales Ltd.
kitchener
Kimco Steel Sales Ltd.
ottawa
Bakermet
Smith’s falls
Glenview Iron and Metal
thunder bay
Lakehead Scrap Metals
Whitby
Gerdau Ameristeel Corp.

QUebec

la prairie
Fers et Metaux Recycles
laval
Quebec
Metals Recy./Quebec SNF
Montreal
American Iron & Metal Co.
ArcelorMittal
Sainte-catherine
Associated Steel Industries

SaSkatcheWan

regina
Wheat City Metals
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