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T
he outright boom in auto shredding plant investment 
that occurred between the Recycling Today auto shredder 
lists of 2006 and 2008 may have been tempered in the 
ensuing two years, but it has by no means been snuffed.

The number of shredders jumped from 220 in 2006 to 
more than 250 in 2008 and has increased again—with nearly 
290 shredding plants identified in 2010.

Research into the changes that have occurred in the past 
two years reveals that a higher percentage of plants on this 
year’s list are currently idle compared with 2008. Conversa-
tions with shredder operators also reveal that a majority of 
plants are running fewer days and hours than they were at the 
market peak from 2005 to early 2008.

But the growth in overall plant locations reveals another 
trend: Many scrap recyclers continue to regard owning a 
shredder as an important aspect of controlling their own des-
tiny as a buyer and processor of scrap materials.

As Jason Shipman of Scrap’N, Farmington, Mo., says, “We 
are just a minnow in an ocean of whales and some sharks, just 
little bitty guys.” (See cover profile beginning on page 38.)

Yet the company calculated that it could make a return on 
its shredder plant investment with what Shipman says was “an 
easily obtainable goal” of 1,800 tons per month. Subsequently, 
“our monthly average now is about 3,300 tons,” he says.

A LEANER DIET
Growth in the number of overall shredding plants would not 
seem to be a good fit with the market of the past two years.

Many shredding plant owners and managers have made 
adjustments to continue operating at reduced hours, but the 
overall drop in feedstock has likely contributed to the idling 
of other plants.

Larger companies with considerable capacity in multiple 
states have been among those idling some of their plants. PSC 
Metals reports that it is consolidating some of its shredding 
capacity in Tennessee, while Sims Metal Management has 
stopped shredding at two of its locations in New York.

Commodity prices that have stayed lofty despite the overall 
economic downturn have contributed to the ability of plants 
to stay viable while running few hours.

The addition of new shredding plants, especially in geo-
graphic regions where many new competitors have entered 
the market, is likely to force some operators to decide whether 
to re-invest or to cede the shredding market to others.

SPOTTING THE MUSHROOMS
The western U.S. is among the regions where newer shredder 
locations are being plotted on the map, as processors strive to 
provide shorter driving distances to potential customers.

Arizona’s four existing shredding plants will be joined by a 
fifth to be operated By Southwest Metals in Casa Grande.

In neighboring New Mexico, Albuquerque Metals Recy-
cling operates the only shredding plant that was on the map in 
that state in 2008. But two projects are scheduled or underway 
that will triple the number of shredders in New Mexico. 

Signs of overcapacity are seemingly appearing in Tennes-
see, where 16 shredding plants have been identified and listed, 
with two of these scheduled to be idled by the end of 2010.

 Economic conditions and commodity prices remain criti-
cal factors determining whether dollars continue to be invest-
ed into shredding plants and their downstream systems. 

Internet Editor Dan Sandoval, Managing Editor DeAnne Toto and Associate Editor 
Kristin Smith contributed research efforts to the 2010 auto shredder list.

Dispersal Pattern
Scrap recyclers remain committed to shredding despite lower scrap volumes in the past two years.

b y  b r i a n  t a y l o r



Denver
Sims Metal Management
Englewood
All Recycling Inc.
Western Metals Recycling
Greeley
Andersen’s Sales & Salvage
Pueblo
American Iron & Metal

CONNECTICUT

North Haven
Sims Metal Management
South Norwalk
LaJoie’s Auto Wrecking Co.
Stamford
Rubino Brothers Inc.

FLORIDA

Baldwin
Gerdau Ameristeel
Clearwater
Southern Recycling (idle)
Fort Myers
Garden Street Iron & Metal
Jacksonville
CMC Recycling
Miami
Ferrous Processing 
	 and Trading
Ocala
Ocala Recycling
Trademark Metals Recycling
Opa Locka
Trademark Metals Recycling 
Orlando
Trademark Metals Recycling
Pensacola
Scrap Inc. 
	 (A subsidiary of GSI)
Southern Recycling
Rockledge
Trademark Metals Recycling
St. Petersburg
Resource Recycling
Tampa
OneSteel Recycling
Trademark Metals Recycling 

GEORGIA

Athens
OmniSource Corp. 
Doraville
Newell Recycling LLC
East Point
Newell Recycling LLC 
Lawrenceville
Blaze Recycling and Metals
Pembroke
Gann’s Car Crushing
Savannah
Georgia Recycling LLC
Newell Recycling LLC

HAWAII

Kapolei
Schnitzer Steel 
	 Hawaii Corp.

IDAHO

Mayfield
Pacific Steel & Recycling

ILLINOIS            

Alton
Azcon Corp.
Chicago
General Iron 
	 Industries Inc. (2)
Sims Metal  Management 	
	 (5; 2 are idle)
East St. Louis
St. Louis Auto Shredding
Peoria
Allied Iron & Steel /
	 A. Miller & Co.
Joseph Behr & Sons Inc.
Rockford
Joseph Behr & Sons Inc.
South Beloit
Joseph Behr & Sons Inc.
Sterling
Cimco Recycling

INDIANA

Connersville
Integrity Metals Inc.  
	 (2; idle)
East Chicago
CMA Recycling
Evansville
J. Trockman & Sons Inc.
Fort Wayne
OmniSource Corp.
Gary
Summit Inc. 
Indianapolis
Capitol City Metals
OmniSource Corp. 
Kokomo
OmniSource (idle)
SOUTH BEND
Gertrude Street Metal 
	 Recycling (planned 
	 for 2011)

IOWA

Council Bluffs
Alter Trading Corp.
Davenport
Alter Trading Corp. 
Nichols Aluminum
Des Moines
Alter Trading Corp.
Mason City
Joseph Behr & Sons Inc.
Monona
Clayton County Recycling
Sioux City
Sioux City 
	 Compressed Steel Co. 
Spencer
Shine Bros.
Waterloo
Alter Trading Corp.
Wilton
Gerdau Ameristeel Corp. 	
	 (Idle)

KANSAS 
          	
Hutchinson
Midwest Iron & Metal Co.
Kansas City
Advantage Metals Recycling 
Wichita
Glickman Iron & Metal

KENTUCKY

Ashland
Mansbach Metal Co.
Ft. Mitchell
River Metals Recycling LLC 	
	 (idle)
Glasgow
Mid-States Steel
Henderson
River Metals Recycling LLC
Louisville
Industrial Services 
	 of America
River Metals Recycling LLC
Newport
River Metals Recycling LLC

LOUISIANNA  

Baton Rouge
Southern Recycling 
LaPlace
Mississippi River Recycling 	
	 (Div. of Bayou Steel)
Monroe
Auto Shred of Louisiana
New Orleans
Southern Recycling
Port Allen
Southern Recycling 

MAINE

Auburn
Schnitzer Steel 
	 Industries Inc. 
Topsham
Grimmel Industries

MARYLAND

Baltimore
Baltimore Scrap Corp.
Recovermat (Joseph 		
	 Smith & Sons Inc.)
United Iron & Metal
Capitol Heights
Joseph Smith & Sons Inc.
Hagerstown
Conservit Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS

Greenfield
WTE Recycling Inc. 
Everett
Schnitzer Steel 
	 Industries Inc. 

MICHIGAN

Detroit
Ferrous Processing &  
	 Trading Co. (3; 1 under 	

Coatesville
Coatesville Scrap Iron 
	 & Metal
Erie
Liberty Iron & Metal Co.
Harrisburg
Consolidated Scrap 
	 Resources
Morrisville
Sims Metal Management
Philadelphia
SPC Corp.
Pittsburgh
Neville Metals
Tube City Inc.
Plainfield Township
RPM Recycling
Schuylkill Haven
U.S.S. Achey Inc.
Temple
Royal Green LLC / AMG 	
	 Resources (2)
Wilkes-Barre
DMS Shredding Inc.
Williamsport
Penn Recycling
York
J & K Salvage

RHODE ISLAND
	
Johnston
Schnitzer Steel Industries  

SOUTH CAROLINA

Darlington
Darlington Shredding Co.
Dillon
Lockamy Scrap Metal Inc.
Hemingway
Don’s Car Crushing
Holly Hill
Don’s Car Crushing
Lexington
CMC Recycling
Spartanburg
OmniSource Corp.

TENNESSEE

Chattanooga
PSC Metals Inc.
Dickson
Shapiro Recycling Systems
Halls
Hutcherson Metals 
Harriman
PSC Metals (scheduled to 	
	 be idled at year end)
Jackson
Gerdau Ameristeel
Hutcherson Metals
Johnson City
OmniSource Corp.
Knoxville
PSC Metals (2; 1 scheduled 	
	 to be idled at end of 	
	 2010)
Memphis
Sims Metal Management
Monroe
Cooper Recycling LLC
Morristown
Morristown Shredder Inc.

Montvale
Shredded Products Corp. 	
	 (An OmniSource 
	 company)
Rocky Mount
OmniSource Corp.
Petersburg
Sims Metal Management 	
	 (Operated) Gerdau  
	 Amer-isteel (Owned)
Richmond
Sims Metal Management 	
	 (idle)

WASHINGTON
	
Seattle
Seattle Iron and 
	 Metals Corp. 
Tacoma
Schnitzer Steel  
	 Industries Inc. 
Vancouver
Pacific Coast Shredding

WEST VIRGINIA      

Nitro
RJ Recycling (idle)
Princeton
Recycle West Virginia
Wheeling
Automatic Recycling

WISCONSIN

Eau Claire
Alter Metal Recycling
Fond Du Lac
Sadoff Iron & Metal Co.
Green Bay
Alter Trading Group
Madison
Alter Trading Group 
Milwaukee
Miller Compressing Co. (2)
United Milwaukee Scrap 
Newton
B&B Metal Processing Co.
WAUKESHA
Waukesha Iron & Metal 	
	 (planned for 2011)
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Alberta

Calgary
Navajo Metals
Edmonton
General Scrap Iron & Metal
Sherwood Park
GenAlta Recycling Inc.

British Columbia

Richmond
Richmond Steel Recycling 
	 (Nucor joint venture)
Victoria
Steel Pacific Recycling

Manitoba

Selkirk
Gerdau Ameristeel Corp.
Winnipeg
General Scrap

Ontario

Brampton
Triple M Metal
Hamilton
POSCOR Mill Services
Scrapmen
Triple M Metal
Thunder Bay
Lakehead Scrap Metals
Whitby
Gerdau Ameristeel Corp.

Quebec

La Prairie
Fers et Metaux Recycles
Laval
Metal Recycle
Montreal
American Iron & Metal Co.
ArcelorMittal
Sainte-Catherine
Associated Steel Industries

Saskatchewan

Regina
Wheat City Metals

Shredding
in Canada
The Recycling Today Media Group 
also has been attempting to deter-
mine the location of auto shredding 
plants operating within Canada.

If you are aware of shredding 
plants operating in Canada in ad-
dition to those listed below, please 
contact Recycling Today Managing 
Editor DeAnne Toto at dtoto@gie.
net or at 330-523-5340, so we can 
update our Canadian list.

Alabama

Albertsville
Progress Rail Services
Birmingham
ACIPCO
ProTrade Steel Co. Ltd. 	
	 (idle)
Sims Metal Management
Decatur
Tennessee Valley Recycling
Mobile
Alter Scrap Processing
David’s Auto Shredding
Phenix City
Blaze Recycling and Metals

Alaska

Anchorage
Alaska Metal Recycling

ARIZONA

CASA GRANDE
Southwest Metal Industries 	
	 (planned for 2011)
Glendale
Southwest Metal Industries
Phoenix
Liberty Iron & Metal – 	
	 Southwest
Sims Metal Management
Tucson
Sims Metal Management

ARkansAs

Fort Smith
Yaffe Iron and Metal
North Little Rock
Tenenbaum Recycling 	
	 Group
Rogers
Tenenbaum Recycling 	
	 Group
Texarkana
Tri-State Iron & Metal Co.

CALIFORNIA

Anaheim
SA Recycling 
Bakersfield
SA Recycling 
Chula Vista
Ecology Auto Inc.
Colton
Ecology Auto Inc.
Oakland
Schnitzer Steel  
	 Industries Inc. 
Rancho Cucamonga
Pacific Coast Recycling LLC 	
	 (Div. of SA Recycling; 	
	 idle)
Redwood City
Sims Metal Management
Terminal Island
SA Recycling

COLORADO
 
Colorado Springs
American Iron & Metal

NEVADA
	
Las Vegas
SA Recycling 

NEw hampshire   
   	
Claremont
Schnitzer Steel Industries 
Concord
Schnitzer Steel Industries 
Madbury
Schnitzer Steel Industries 

NEW JERSEY        

Camden
Camden Iron & Metal Inc.
Clifton
Parkway Iron and Metal
Jersey City
Sims Metal Management
Millville
Cumberland 
	 Recycling Corp.
Newark
Sims Metal Management
Trenton
Mercer Group International
Trenton Iron and 
	 Metal Corp.

NEW MEXICO
     	
Albuquerque
Albuquerque Metals 		
	 Recycling
Western Metals Recycling 	
	 (planned for 2011)
Belen
Pueblo Metals Recycling 	
	 (under construction)

NEW YORK
	
Bronx
Sims Metal Management 	
	 (idle)
Brooklyn
Brooklyn Resource 
	 Recovery Inc.
Gershow Recycling
Buffalo
Gerdau AmeriSteel
Green Island
R. Kelly Freedman & Son 	
	 Inc. (plans call for move 	
	 to Coeymans, N.Y., in 	
	 2011)
Lindenhurst
Gershow Recycling
Medford
Gershow Recycling
North Chili
Metalico Inc. 
Owego
Upstate Shredding LLC / 	
	 Ben Weitsman LLC 
Queens
Sims Metal Management 	
	 (idle)
Rensselaer
Rensselaer Iron & Steel Inc.
Rochester
Genesee Scrap

	 the name Strong Steel 	
	 Products)
Flint
Spooner Metals
Gaylord
A & L Iron  & Metal
Grand Rapids
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
Holland
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo Metal Recyclers 
Jackson
OmniSource Corp.
Kingsford
East Kingsford Iron & Metal
Schneider’s Iron & Metal
Lansing
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal
Pontiac
Ferrous Processing &  
	 Trading Co.
Saginaw
Rifkin Scrap Iron & Metal
Kingsford
East Kingsford Iron & Metal
Taylor
Fritz Enterprises Inc.

MINNESOTA

Anoka
Alter Trading Corp.
Brainerd
Crow Wing Recycling
Duluth
Bay Side Recycling Corp.
Minneapolis
Northern Metals
St. Paul
Gerdau Ameristeel

MISSISSIPPI

Flowood
General Recycling 
Greenville
Sims Metal Management
Sardis
Martin Bros. Scrap

MISSOURI

FARMINGTON
Scrap’N Recycling
Festus
Shapiro Brothers Inc.
Kansas City
Advantage Metals Recycling
Midwest Scrap 		
	 Management
Springfield
Springfield Iron & Metal LLC
St. Joseph
Midwest Scrap 
	 Management (idle)
St. Louis
Grossman Iron & Steel
PSC Metals 

NEBRASKA   
   	
Columbus
Columbus Metal Industries

Syracuse
Roth Steel Corp.

NORTH CAROLINA         

Charlotte
Southern Metals Co. Inc.
Greensboro
D.H. Griffin Wrecking Co.
Kernersville
OmniSource Corp.
Monroe
Metal Recycling Services
Smithfield
OmniSource Corp.
Statesville
L. Gordon Iron & Metal Co.
Wilmington
OmniSource Corp. (idle)

OHIO

Akron
City Scrap & Salvage Co.
Canton
PSC Metals
Slesnick Iron & Metal
Cleveland
Ferrous Processing & 
	 Trading Co.
Columbus
Columbus Auto Shredding
PSC Metals
Dayton
Franklin Iron & Metal Corp.
Girard
Interstate Shredding LLC
Mansfield
Milliron Industries
Toledo
OmniSource Corp. 
Toledo Shredding LLC
Marietta
American Car Crushing Inc.
West Carrollton
Metal Shredders Inc.
Wooster
PSC Metals
Youngstown
Youngstown Iron & Metal

OKLAHOMA

Arkoma
Yaffe Iron and Metal
Durant
Durant Metal Shredding
Oklahoma City
CFF Recycling USA
Standard Iron & Metal Co. 
Tulsa
Yaffe Metals

OREGON

Portland
Schnitzer Steel Industries  
Vancouver
Metro Metals NW Inc.

PENNSYLVANIA    

Beaver Falls
PSC Metals Inc.

Nashville
PSC Metals
Sims Metal Management
Pulaski
Tennessee Valley Recycling

TEXAS

Abilene
Pine Street Recycling
Beaumont
CMC Recycling
Brownsville
Advanced Recycling
ESCO Marine
Rio Grande Shredding Co.
Shred-X
Wilkinson Jim Iron & Metal
Corpus Christi
CMC Recycling (idle)
Dallas
CMC Recycling 
Eagle PasS
Newell Recycling Co.
Edinburg
Ecorec Rio Grande Valley
El Paso
CMC Recycling
Newell Recycling of El Paso
Houston
Derichesbourg 
	 Recycling USA
Rose Metal Processing
Texas Port Recycling (Div. of 	
	 David J. Joseph Co.)
Kennedale
Hawk Steel
Laredo
Wilkinson Gary Iron & Metal
Lubbock
Jarvis Metal Recycling
Midlothian
Gerdau Ameristeel
San Antonio
Baja Recycling / 
	 AMEX Metals
Monterrey Iron & Metal
Newell Recycling of 
	 San Antonio
Seguin
CMC Steel 
Stephenson
Erath Iron & Metal
Waco
M. Lipsitz & Co. Inc.

UTAH

Plymouth
Western Metals Recycling
Salt Lake City
Sims Metal Management
Western Metals Recycling
Sandy
Western Metals Recycling 	
	 (idle)

VIRGINIA

Chesapeake
Sims Metal Management
Lorton
Davis Industries Inc.
Lynchburg
Cycle Systems
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